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Joe Ray of the Cubs throw
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Visit Our New Website
www.CravensNursery.com

Impatiens
Regularly

$1.89

Now

97¢

Most
2009
Trees &
Shrubs

50%
OFF

Patios
Walls

Walkways
Paver

Driveways

& So Much
More

Stone Masons
& Bricklayers

on Staff

No
Sub-Contracting

We’re proud of
their craftsmanship

Bulk Mulch
Playground Chips
Organic Compost

Fill Material

$24.99 cu. yd.

$2.89
2 cu. ft.

$3.39
3 cu. ft.

Shredded
Hardwood Mulch

Topsoil
$1.89 bag

Landscape Design Services Available

9023 Arlington Blvd., Fairfax, Virginia
2 miles west of I-495

on Rt. 50.
1 mile from I-66

(Vienna Metro)

703-573-5025

Open 8-7, 7 days a week

60-75%
OFF
Pots

Thousands &
Thousands of

Perennials
Just Arrived!

Herbs
Over 100
varieties

$2.49
& up

Evergreen
Screening
Evergreen
Screening

FREE Landscape &
Hardscape Estimates
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News

Citizens Sound Off on Schools, Parks and Taxes
Supervisors listen to residents’ advice
on Fairfax’s budget for next year.

See Speaking Out,  Page 16
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Laurel Hill/Fairfax Station/Clifton Connection Editor Michael O’Connell

703-778-9416 or south@connectionnewspapers.com

By Julia O’Donoghue

The Connection

T
he Fairfax County Board of Super-
visors conducted three days of pub-
lic hearings on the locality’s 2011

budget and spending April 6, 7 and 8. More
than 300 people signed up to speak about
cuts to county programs and potential tax
and fee increases for the next fiscal year,
which starts July 1.

The supervisors must close a projected
financial shortfall of $257.2 million in
Fairfax’s $3.3 billion general fund next year.
They are scheduled to formally adopt the
county’s 2011 budget on April 27.

To fill the funding gap, Fairfax County
executive Anthony Griffin proposed raising
the real estate property tax rate, though to
a level where most homeowners would ac-
tually be paying about $50 less in property
taxes than they did last year. Real estate
property values in Fairfax continued to fall
in 2010, which means that the local real
estate property tax rate could be raised
without homeowners having to pay higher
taxes.

Under Griffin’s proposal, the Fairfax
County real estate property tax rate would

go from $1.04 to $1.09 per $100 of assessed
value. The supervisors have the option of
raising the tax rate as high as $1.12 per
$100 of assessed value, though any increase
over $1.09 would result in a higher tax bill
for the average Fairfax homeowner in 2011.

In addition to raising the tax rate, super-
visors will also consider three new annual
fees. The Fairfax County board may raise
the average citizens sewage bill by $60,
charge a vehicle registration fee that would
cost most people $33 per car, and add a $2
courthouse fee for people involved in a civil
lawsuit.

Griffin has recommended the new fees as
an alternative way of closing the county
budget gap that would not add to the tax
burden of homeowners. The money raised
would help pay for services like Fairfax
County Public Schools, which accounts for
53 percent of the county’s overall budget
annually.

But even if the supervisors vote to imple-
ment a higher real estate tax rate and the
new fees, Fairfax will still have to make
many cuts to services like the Fairfax Con-
nector bus, public libraries, community po-
licing and drop-in centers for people with
mental illness.

The Fairfax County School Board would
also have to consider measures like increas-
ing the county’s average public school class
size.

The following is what some residents had
to say about changes to the Fairfax County
Budget next year:

Chief Judge Dennis Smith objected to a
proposal to reduce the Fairfax County Cir-
cuit Court’s law clerk staff by one third next
year.

Currently, each of the 15 judges has their
own law clerk but Fairfax’s Clerk of Court
John Frye had recommended cutting five
clerk positions and making the members of
the bench share. The reduction would re-
sult in a savings of $250,000, according to
county budget documents.

Smith said reducing the number of law
clerks at the local court would result in
fewer trial slots, since judges would have
to spend more time reviewing and prepar-
ing documents than presiding over cases.

The judge said that 86 percent of civil
cases that come to the Fairfax County Cir-
cuit Court now are heard within one year.
But if the law clerk positions are eliminated,
residents involved in most civil cases will
be waiting for approximately 18 months to
two years for a trial date.

“I don’t believe any other court in the re-
gion, with the exception of Loudoun County,
is proposing to cut law clerks and Loudoun
got rid of that one position a few years ago,”
said Smith.

As a member of the community action
advisory board, Paul Clark helps oversee the
Fairfax area “safety net” for low-income

Karen Cogan, Woodson High
School Athletic Boosters member
and Fairfax resident

Building for the Future Sept. 30 target date for completion
of Meadowood’s trail improvements.

Volunteers work on one of the new trails at Meadowood.

“They’re building for the
future as well as the
present.”

— Gary Knipling, Friends of
Meadowood member
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By Justin Fanizzi

The Connection

M
ason Neck’s Meadowood Special Recreation Man-
agement Area has been on a mission to improve
its trail offerings and expand its user base for
nearly a year now, and there is finally a light at

the end of the tunnel.
Operated by the federal government’s Bureau of Land Manage-

ment (BLM), Meadowood is currently in the process of refurbish-
ing existing trails and adding new ones for the area’s hikers, bik-

ers and horse riders.
Equipped with stimu-
lus money and a host
of volunteers, the BLM
announced that the
work will be com-
pleted by Sept. 30.

“The main activity
we have going on
right now is using
stimulus money to re-
build our trail sys-

tem,” said BLM Outdoor Recreation Planner Jeff McCusker. “At
the end of this project, we will have really improved the trails we
have here to better serve the public.”

According to McCusker, plans to improve the trail system be-
gan when BLM took control of the area eight years ago. Many of

See Trails,  Page 9
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News
News Briefs

E. Hunt Burke New Chair
At Burke & Herbert Bank

E. Hunt Burke, chief ex-
ecutive officer of the Burke
& Herbert Bank & Trust
Company, has been elected
chairman of the board effec-
tive April 1.

Burke previously served as
president and was named
chief executive officer of the
bank in July 2009. He suc-
ceeds Charles K. Collum,
who served as chairman
since 2002. As part of the
executive leadership transi-
tion, W. Scott McSween
joined the Bank in July 2009
as president and chief oper-
ating officer.

The fifth generation of his family to lead the 158-year-
old Bank, Burke has worked at the Bank in a variety of
roles since the age of 13 and then as a full-time staff mem-
ber for 30 years.

“I am honored to assume the role of chairman of Burke
& Herbert Bank,” said Burke. “This is an exciting time for
our Bank. We have produced record levels of growth and
earnings for two consecutive years, amid challenging times
for the banking industry and the economy in general. We
now move forward with the next exciting chapter in our
story. Our near-term future includes new and enhanced
banking products and services, improved use of technol-
ogy, and new branches in more Northern Virginia commu-
nities to offer even greater convenience for our custom-
ers.”

E. Hunt Burke

Clark Honored at W&L
Michelle Clark of

Clifton, a junior at
Washington and Lee
University, was recog-
nized at the Celebrat-
ing Student Success
(CSS) monthly recep-
tion on Wednesday,
April 7.

A business adminis-
tration major at W&L,
Clark also has studied
in China. She serves
on the Virginia Foun-
dation of Independent
Colleges Career15
Student Advisory
Council, the Career
Services Student
Project Team and the
Freshman Orientation
Committee.

Clark, as a recipient of the Holleman Fellowship, has
worked in the Dominican Republic as an Orphanage Out-
reach intern. As the service chair of Kappa Alpha Theta
sorority, she has coordinated five major philanthropy events
per year that have raised more than $5,000 to support
court-appointed special advocates (CASA). She chairs a
committee for the Rockbridge County Model United Na-
tions, and at local elementary schools, she has tutored stu-
dents in math and helped with a literacy campaign.

Clark, a graduate of Centreville High School, hosts a
weekly show about alternative rock on WLUR, W&L’s radio
station. She has been a work-study student in the Alumni
Affairs Office and now works in the President’s Office. Clark
is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. T. Michael Clark of Clifton.

Michelle Clark

Success Started Early
Clifton man has been
developing businesses
since he was a boy
with a paper route.

“Give people more
than they expect.”

— David Foster

By John Byrd

The Connection

F
airfax County native David Foster, 46, has
always been enterprising. As a boy, he ex-
panded a thriving paper route by hitching
a trailer to his moped. Chatting with

homeowners while collecting receipts led to a paral-
lel lawn care business. Soon, the trailer carried news-
papers and weed whackers.

Then people on the route were asking for Foster’s
help at tasks he was really passionate about: home
repair and construction.

By his junior year at Lake
Braddock Secondary School, the
16-year-old had signed on for the
county’s groundbreaking FATE
Program (Foundation for Applied
Technical Education). School guid-
ance counselors tried to nudge
him away from too much “vo-tech”
— his father, Bob Foster, is after all a Harvard MBA.
But the boy growing up in West Springfield and Burke
knew he had a knack for the building business, and
he was eager to get started.

Foster’s passion bloomed when the newly enrolled
college freshman applied for and received his Class

A Virginia state
contractor’s license. In
short order, he was jug-
gling business ownership
responsibilities with a full
academic load. Though
not yet old enough to buy
a beer, he was employing
five full-time workers and
executing remodeling con-
tracts in excess of
$100,000. Foster attended
NVCC Construction Man-
agement program while
launching his remodeling
business.

“Give people more than they expect,” said Foster.
“I find this sends a message that you can be trusted
even … even when you’re just a kid, that you’re com-
mitted to your client’s long term satisfaction.”

Foster, who now lives in Clifton, has often been
cited as a residential remodeling
industry leader, elected to Remod-
eling Magazine’s Big 50 Hall of
Fame while still in his 30s. His 27-
year-old Lorton-based residential
construction business, Foster Re-
modeling Solutions, has a loyal
and growing clientele — even in

the slow times.
“Out-performance” has always been his mantra.

Opening a dealer showroom so as to pass on dealer
discounts helped the firm’s business development

See Foster,  Page 5

Happy Birtday to Town of Clifton
Residents gathered in the town park, under sunny springtime skies, Saturday after-
noon, April 10, to celebrate the Town of Clifton’s birthday with cake and colorful
balloons at the gazebo. Dignitaries included Sen. George Barker (D-39) and Supervisor
Pat Herrity (R-Springfield).

David Foster
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Rolling Valley Professional Center
9263 Old Keene Mill Rd.

Burke, Virginia 22015
Previously Dr. Gwendolyn Jones & Associates

(703) 455-3338

Family & Cosmetic Dentistry

Most Insurances Accepted

Comfort Dental
Associates

process. On premise, he pro-
vides CADD (computer-aided de-
sign) systems and staff architects
to help people research ideas. And
then, there’s the handyman and
home maintenance practice — a
specialty niche many in the indus-
try have tried, and abandoned.

Last fall, Foster launched
www.DIYEstimator.com, an ad-
vanced online remodeling service.
Like many of Foster’s brainchil-
dren, the Web portal is both a har-
binger of new market possibility,
and user-friendly.

DIY visitors log onto the site,
enter a target room’s square foot-
age and spatial configuration, then
choose finish work preferences.

The site provides clear visuals
and line-item costs, and visitors
can revise to their heart’s content.
Once choices are submitted, the
homeowner receives a detailed
work order; a company represen-
tative follows up by phone within
24 hours.

“The market is always looking
for something better,” Foster con-
tends, “so it’s important to take the
lead — even when there are lots
of steps, and lots of unknowns.”

Foster experimented with his
Web portal for five years before
launching it last spring.

“We had the architecture
worked-out, but weren’t satisfied
with online speeds. Naturally, we
had to evaluate the program with
all types of computers and serv-
ers. The important thing is to get
it right.”

Talent cultivation being the es-
sential job of leadership, Foster
also attests to an abiding faith in
the importance of continued skills
development.

“That’s one of the reasons I
chaired the FATE program, and
still serve on the board,” he said.
“A worker’s mastery of their own
skills is my best assurance that our
quality requirements will be deliv-
ered.” Foster’s two children attend
Robinson Secondary School.

Several years ago Foster devel-
oped a protocol for testing entry-
level carpentry skills. To demon-
strate mastery of variety of con-
struction disciplines, prospective
new hires were asked to build a
scaled, 10-by-8-foot playhouse
from scratch.

The pay off: the company gained
a realistic picture of a candidate’s
field strengths in a dozen areas.
The playhouses were donated to
local churches and pre-schools.

“It’s a model that creates lots of
winners,” Foster said.

From Page 4

News

Foster
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Guaranteed Results
(Lose 10 lbs. per Month)

Lose Weight and Keep it
OFF for Good!

Why Healthy Inspirations Works:
• One-on-one nutritional coaching

(Personalized Attention)

• On-site private exercise facility
(Convenient)

• Relaxation therapy (Alleviates Stress)

• Your own grocery-bought food and easy recipe
ideas (Realistic)

• Optional aesthetic cellulite massage

From left, three Vaudevillians Jerry Hyland (Kevin Place of Arlington),
George Lewis (Art Kullatti of Reston) and May Daniels (Nicole Boyd of
Fairfax) decided to head for Hollywood in a scene from Thomas
Jefferson High School for Science and Technology’s production of ‘Once
in a Lifetime.’

T
homas Jefferson High School for
Science and Technology proudly
presents the Moss Hart and
George S. Kaufman comedy

“Once in a Lifetime” this weekend. Perfor-
mances will be Friday and Saturday, April
16 and 17, at 7 p.m.
  Thomas Jefferson is located at 6560
Braddock Road, near the intersection of
Braddock Road and Little River Turnpike,

in Alexandria. Tickets will be on sale at the
door.

Set in 1927 soon after the success of the
first talking picture, “Once in a Lifetime”
tells the story of three vaudeville actors who
talk their way into big jobs in Hollywood.
They present themselves as elocution ex-
perts to train actors as they transition from
silent films to talkies and take hilarious
advantage of the situation.

TJ Theater Performs ‘Once in a Lifetime’
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How would you like state of
the art LASER dentistry
without drills or needles?

What would you say if you could have your fillings placed painlessly without drills or needles,
with laser precision and comfort? You’d probably say, “Where do I sign up?” Well, now you can
with a revolutionary new laser we call the Water Laser. You may have seen it on TV lately.

This new Waterlase® is a breakthrough in comfortable dentistry. The laser sprays a computer-
controlled spray of air, water and laser energy at the decay in the tooth. The laser energy is
absorbed by the water and the energized microscopic water droplets are what actually remove
the tooth decay. Rarely is a shot necessary to numb the patient. Since no heat is generated
from the laser the Waterlase® is very safe to use on everyone.

What are the benefits of Waterlase® dentistry?
� Patient Comfort

Heat, vibration and pressure are the primary causes of pain associated with the use of the
traditional dental drill. Since cutting both hard and soft tissues (teeth and gums) with the
Waterlase® does not generate heat, vibration or pressure, many dental procedures can be per-
formed with fewer shots, less need for anesthesia, less use of the drill and fewer numb lips!
  The Waterlase® allows us to prepare teeth with less trauma which results in significantly less
tooth sensitivity after new fillings.
  Additionally, using the Waterlase® for gum procedures reduces bleeding, post-operative pain,
swelling and the need for pain medication in many cases. That means a new level of comfort
and satisfaction for your entire family.

� Sterilization
The laser sterilizes the tooth as it removes decay. This is very important. Because of bacterial

contamination, many of you have had old fillings replaced with either new fillings, or in many
cases, with crowns--and sometimes even root canals!! The reoccurrence of decay under fillings
is a primary reason so many root canals are needed. Since this new laser sterilizes the tooth as
it removes decay, and since many dentists now use ‘bonded’ filling materials enriched with
fluoride, the chances of ever having recurrent decay under that new filling are much lower.

� Great for Teenagers
The Waterlase® is especially great for teenagers. Sure, if the dentist is very good, shots

should not really be painful. But KNOWING you’re getting a shot is psychologically painful
even if you can’t feel the needle--especially for teenagers. By not getting a shot, not feeling the
vibration of the drill, and by not hearing the loud drill, kids never become afraid of the den-
tist, so they don’t grow up to be adults afraid of the dentist.

By incorporating laser technology into our dental practice, we are changing dentistry. It is
no longer yesterday’s world of painful shots, large silver mercury fillings, and fearful patients.
Lasers have improved the lives of patients and their dentists.

Technology is something that makes life better. Better in this case is better clinical results,
improved patient comfort, less use of anesthesia and antibiotics.
  We are proud to be one of the first dentists in Fairfax County to offer this revolutionary tech-
nology. Since August 2003, Dr. Fox has completed over 3,000 laser fillings with no needle/no
pain/no numbness. If you’ve been putting off going to the dentist because you were nervous
about the drill and needle, you don’t have to put it off any longer!

For more information about our dental practice please visit our website at
www.larryfoxdds.com

LAWRENCE T. FOX, DDS
5200 Lyngate Court

Burke, Virginia 22015

703-978-5253
Office Hours: Mon. - Thurs. 7 am - 4 pm

New Patients and Emergencies Welcome
All types of general dentistry done at our office.

Calendar

Send notes to the Connection at
south@connectionnewspapers.com or call
703-778-9416. Deadline is Friday. Dated
announcements should be submitted at
least two weeks prior to the event.

THURSDAY/APRIL 15
Latin Dance Nights. 10 p.m. at Jaxx,

6355 Rolling Road, Springfield.
Ladies free, men $10. 703-569-5940.

Earth Day: Birthday! 10:30 a.m.
Burke Centre Library, 5935 Freds
Oak Road, Burke. Earth Day stories,
songs and activities. Age 2-5 with
Adult. 703-249-1520.

Let’s Go to the Library. 10:30 a.m.
Lorton Library, 9520 Richmond
Highway, Lorton. Stories about
libraries and a tour. Age 3-5 with and
adult. 703-339-7385.

Nature Detectives: Amphibians. 10
a.m. at Huntley Meadows Park, 3701
Lockheed Blvd., Alexandria. Stories,
activities and a craft. $6 per child.
Register at 703-768-2525.

FRIDAY/APRIL 16
St. Bernadette School Art Show.

6:30 p.m.-8:30 p.m. at St. Bernadette
School, 7602 Old Keene Mill Road,
Springfield. The centerpiece of the
exhibit is a life-sized paper mache
tree made by the art teacher and
parents and filled with students’
origami projects. 703-451-8696.

Latin Dance Nights. 10 p.m. at Jaxx,
6355 Rolling Road, Springfield.
Ladies free, men $10. 703-569-5940.

The First Night Hike of The
Spring. 7:30 p.m. at Lake Accotink
Park, 7500 Accotink Park Road,
Springfield. For hikers 7 and older.
Learn about the night life of the lake
and shores. Adults should bring a
flashlight. $5 adult, $3 child.
Reservations required at 703-569-
0285.

Ponderings: Pond Life. 4:30 p.m. at
Hidden Pond Nature Center, 8511
Greeley Blvd., Springfield. For ages
6-10. $4 per child. Reserve at 703-
451-9588.

SATURDAY/APRIL 17
Latin Dance Nights. 10 p.m. at Jaxx,

6355 Rolling Road, Springfield.
Ladies free, men $10. 703-569-5940.

One-on-One Computer Tutoring.
10 a.m. Burke Centre Library, 5935
Freds Oak Road, Burke. Learn to use
a computer, navigate the Internet
and work with common software
applications. Call for an
appointment. Adults. 703-249-1520.

Tickle Tales to Rattle Your Funny
Bone! 10:30 a.m. John Marshall
Library, 6209 Rose Hill Drive,
Alexandria. Silly stories from
storyteller Gary Lloyd to chase away
April showers. 703-971-0010.

PAWS to Read. 11 a.m. Lorton
Library, 9520 Richmond Highway,
Lorton. Read with Chance, a trained
reading therapy dog, for a ten-minute
session. Call to register. Call to
reserve. 703-339-7385.

Birding and Bagels. 8-11 a.m. at
Huntley Meadows Park, 3701
Lockheed Blvd., Alexandria. Join a
naturalist on a hike to search for
warblers, thrushes and waterfowl.
Enjoy a continental breakfast at the
Visitor Center. Bring binoculars and
field guides. $8 per person.
Reservations required at 703-768-
2525.

Lake Accotink Wildflower Walk. 10
a.m. at Lake Accotink Park, 7500
Accotink Park Road, Springfield.
Search for wildflowers in bloom with
a naturalist. Register at 703-451-
9588.

SUNDAY/APRIL 18
The Clifton Lions Club Pancake

Breakfast. 8 a.m.-12:30 p.m. in the
Clifton Presbyterian Church
Fellowship Hall, 12748 Richards

Lane, Clifton. 703-830-3175 or
Cliftonpc.org.

MONDAY/APRIL 19
Latin Dance Nights. 10 p.m. at Jaxx,

6355 Rolling Road, Springfield.
Ladies free, men $10. 703-569-5940.

Read to the Dog. 3:30 p.m. John
Marshall Library, 6209 Rose Hill
Drive, Alexandria. Read aloud to a
trained therapy dog. Call or sign up
online for a 15-minute session. Age
6-12. 703-971-0010.

Nature Quest: Snakes. 4:30 p.m. at
Hidden Pond Nature Center, 8511
Greeley Blvd., Springfield. For ages
3-6. See snakes specimens up close
before taking a woodland walk into
their habitat. $4 per child. Reserve at
703-451-9588.

TUESDAY/APRIL 20
 Open Mic w/Bob Gaynor of The

Roadducks. 8 p.m. at Jaxx, 6355
Rolling Road, Springfield. 703-569-
5940.

Mother-Daughter Book Group. 7
p.m. John Marshall Library, 6209
Rose Hill Drive, Alexandria. Call for
the title. Age 9-11 with adult. 703-
971-0010.

April Showers. 10:30 a.m. Kingstowne
Library, 6500 Landsdowne Centre,
Alexandria. Rainy day stories and
activities. Age 13 to 23 months with
adult. 703-339-4610.

WEDNESDAY/APRIL 21
Assemblage 23, Angel Theory, Ego

Likeness, DJ Loss Of Signal. All
ages. Doors open at 8 p.m. show at
8:15 p.m., at Jaxx 6355 Rolling
Road, Springfield. 703-569-5940.
$15 advance; $20 at door.

Open Irish Song Session. 8:30 p.m.
at Hard Times Cafe, 6362 Springfield
Plaza, Springfield. Open to anyone
who would like to sing or listen to
Irish songs. 703-913-5600.

Needlework Group. 10:30 a.m. Burke
Centre Library, 5935 Freds Oak
Road, Burke. Bring a project to work
on in the company of other
needlecrafters. Adults. 703-249-
1520.

Mother-Daughter Book Club. 7 p.m.
Burke Centre Library, 5935 Freds
Oak Road, Burke. Book club for girls.
Age 9-11 and their mothers. 703-
249-1520.

Book Discussion Group. 6:30 p.m.
John Marshall Library, 6209 Rose
Hill Drive, Alexandria. Call for title.
Adults. 703-971-0010.

Practice Your English. 10:15 a.m.
and 6:30 p.m. Kingstowne Library,
6500 Landsdowne Centre,
Alexandria. Conversation group for
adults learning English. 703-339-
4610.

Lorton Book Club. 6:30 p.m. Lorton
Library, 9520 Richmond Highway,
Lorton. “The Women” by
T.C.Boyle.Adults. 703-339-7385.

Invasive Management Workshop.
10 a.m.-1 p.m. at Lake Accotink Park,
7500 Accotink Park Road,
Springfield. Participants must be age
15 or older. 703-324-8681.

THURSDAY/APRIL 22
Swing Into Spring Jazz Concert.

7:30 p.m. at the Church of the Holy
Spirit School, 8800 Braddock Road,
Annandale. Vocalist Nancy Scimone,
guitarist Steve Herberman and
bassist Victor Dvoskin. $10. Proceeds
benefit Christ House Shelter in
Alexandria. 571-232-1873 or
LiveJazzConcerts@verizon.net.

Go Together Like Peas and
Carrots. 10:30 a.m. Richard Byrd
Library, 6315 Backlick Road,
Springfield, on the second floor of
the Bank of America building. Stories
and songs about friendship, trying
new things and garden fun. Age 2-5
with adult. 703-451-8055.
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Opinion

By Elizabeth Murphy

Executive Director

Fairfax Symphony Orchestra

T
hree years ago the arts and cultural
community of Virginia embarked
on a great adventure. The Virginia
Council on the Arts convened the

heads of the major arts organizations of the
Commonwealth to encourage us to take more
leadership on behalf of the entire cultural sec-
tor. Despite the many challenges facing our
individual agencies, we all agreed that we
needed a high visibility project to demonstrate
the breadth, diversity, and intrinsic value of
the arts to state deci-
sion-makers in Vir-
ginia.

The 23 major arts
organizations of Vir-
ginia selected a theme, picked a time period,
and invited all artists and cultural agencies of
the state to create programs on the common
theme during a defined time period with a
statewide and regional marketing campaign.
Thus was born our first endeavor: “Minds Wide
Open: Virginia Celebrates Women in the Arts”,
with planning underway three years ago. The
celebration began March 1, continues through
June 30.

THROUGH THE regional meetings, local
gatherings, email listserves, and speeches and
presentations at every possible opportunity, we
invited every artist in the state, every arts or-
ganization, history museum, library, college,
and university to join the statewide celebra-
tion of women in the arts. As of this writing,
we have listed more than 2,000 events on our
Web site www.vamindswideopen.com. (Altria,
Dominion Power, SunTrust Bank, the Norfolk
Southern Foundation, the Virginia Commission
for the Arts, and the Virginia Tourism office
have all made significant financial contribu-
tions to the statewide marketing campaign.)

Minds Wide Open
Northern Virginia arts organizations host many

local events for statewide celebration. See
www.vamindswideopen.com for more:

The Light in the Piazza , April 19, Arena Stage,
Arlington, www.arenastage.org

Lucy Kaplansky, April 23, The Barns at Wolf
Trap, Vienna, www.wolftrap.org

The Bobs, April 28, The Barns at Wolf Trap,
Vienna, www.wolftrap.org

Exhibition: Beautiful - Virginia Women Artists
and the Body, April 29, Greater Reston Arts
Center, Reston, www.restonarts.org

Bonnie Rideout, April 30, The Barns at Wolf
Trap, Vienna, www.wolftrap.org

Fairfax Symphony Orchestra Celebrates Women
in the Arts, May 1, Fairfax Symphony
Orchestra, Fairfax, www.fairfaxsymphony.org

Greater Reston Arts Center & Hub Theatre Mini-
Festival, May 6, Greater Reston Arts Center &
Hub Theatre, Reston, www.restonarts.org

Lindsay Mac, with Special Guest Margot
MacDonald, May 16, Focus Music, Alexandria,
www.focusmusic.org

Carmina Burana with the Alexandria Symphony
Orchestra, May 22, The Alexandria Symphony
Orchestra and Guests, Alexandria,
www.alexsym.org

Sheryl Crow with Special Guest: Colbie Caillat,
June 17, The Filene Center at Wolf Trap
National Park for the Performing Arts,
Vienna, www.wolftrap.org

Natalie Cole, June 24, 2010, The Filene Center at
Wolf Trap National Park for the Performing
Arts, Vienna, www.wolftrap.org

Gallery Exhibit Inspired by Teresa Pollak’s “Grace

Virginia Celebrates Women in the Arts

Guest Editorial

Street in the Spring”, April 13-May 16,
Potomac Fiber Arts Gallery, Alexandria,
www.potomaccraftsmengallery.com

Virginia Celebrates Women - Gallery Exhibit,
April 13-May 16, Potomac Fiber Arts Gallery,
Alexandria,
www.potomaccraftsmengallery.com

MINDS WIDE OPEN Art Show La Femme, April
19-May 16, Arlington Artists Alliance,
Arlington, www.arlingtonartistsalliance.org

The Gershwins’ “Porgy and Bess”, April 23-25,
Virginia Opera, Fairfax, www.vaopera.org

Lady Windermere’s Fan by Oscar Wilde, April 24-
May 5, The Little Theatre of Alexandria,
Alexandria, www.thelittletheatre.com

Cats, Jun 18-20, The Filene Center at Wolf Trap
National Park for the Performing Arts, Vienna,
www.wolftrap.org

Riverdance: Farewell Tour, June 2-6, The Filene
Center at Wolf Trap National Park for the
Performing Arts, Vienna, www.wolftrap.org

Female Shorts: Film and Video Showcase, June 3-
6, Torpedo Factory Art Center’s Target Gallery
& The Art League Gallery, Alexandria,
www.torpedofactory.org

Color & Body, Mar 31-April 25, Workhouse Arts
Center: Karen Kozojet Ching, Traci Oberle &
Eileen Olson, Lorton, www.workhousearts.org

WomanMade, May 1-30, Torpedo Factory Art
Center’s Target Gallery, Alexandria,
www.torpedofactory.org

Miscalled Simplicity, May 21-22, Empty Chair
Theatre Company, Arlington,
www.emptychairtheatre.org

Curves, May 5-Jun 7, The Art League, Alexandria,
www.theartleague.org

The Fairfax Symphony Orchestra is pleased
to participate in this initiative, with a special
program planned for May 1. The FSO wanted
to explore the theme of Women in the Arts
within the somewhat narrow confines of sym-
phonic repertoire, and to bring attention to the
different ways in which women contribute cur-
rently to our art form. The guest artist for this
concert is a woman (Julie Albers, cello), play-
ing Elgar’s Cello Concerto. Additionally, the
orchestra will perform a piece (blue cathedral)
by a popular, living female composer and 2010
Grammy winner, Jennifer Higdon.

What will Minds Wide Open accomplish?
First and foremost, we hope to raise the vis-
ibility of the arts industry in our state. Of equal
importance is building more collaboration
within the Virginia arts and cultural commu-
nity. We hope that “Minds Wide Open: Virginia
Celebrates Women in the Arts” will lead to
many more partnerships and alliances within
the entire cultural sector of our state.

Plan to attend as many of our wonderful
events as possible between now and the end
of June. Visit our Web site at
www.vamindswideopen.com.

Letters

See Letters,  Page 14

Herrity’s
Distortions
To the Editor:

With his recent letter to the edi-
tor [Connection, March 25-31,
2010], Pat Herrity joined the list
of politicians who distort the truth
about the recently enacted health
insurance reform law for personal
political gains. Mr. Herrity appar-
ently needs to draw attention to
himself to stand out among the
three candidates seeking the Re-
publican nomination to run
against U.S. Rep. Gerry Connolly
(D-11) in November.

Unfortunately, Mr. Herrity’s re-
cent letter ignored facts and used
misleading propaganda peddled
by the insurance company lobby-
ists and other big-spending special
interests that tried to kill the re-
form law.

The erroneous points he made
deserve correcting and clarifying:

Defense Secretary Robert Gates
and other top military officials
made it clear and Congress passed
a separate piece of legislation to
make sure that TRICARE for mili-
tary personnel, veterans, and their
families will be protected and not
affected in any way by the new
health insurance reform law. It
does not “destroy” the TRICARE
system as Mr. Herrity mistakenly
suggested.

Ironically, most of the “biparti-
san commonsense solutions to
health care problems” that Mr.
Herrity proposed in his letter to
the editor are included in the new
health insurance reform law, in-
cluding:

❖ Prohibiting denial of coverage
for pre-existing conditions.

❖ Allowing children to remain
on their parent’s health insurance
until they reach the age of 26.

❖ Establishing tax credits to help

The non-partisan, independent
Congressional Budget Office,
which scores all bills in Congress,
says the law will decrease premi-
ums, and does not increase them,
as Mr. Herrity wrongly suggested.

The CBO also states that the new
law will cut the federal deficit by
$138 billion in the first 10 years
and $1.2 trillion in the second de-
cade, and does not increase the

deficit, as Mr. Herrity
incorrectly alleged.
To bolster his argu-
ment, Mr. Herrity
cited a bogus parti-

san analysis prepared by certain
Republicans on the House Budget
Committee with an ax to grind, but
he failed to mention that every
member of the Budget Committee,
Republican and Democrat, voted
to pass a motion offered by U.S.
Rep. Connolly that required the
House of Representatives to pass
a reform bill reducing the budget
deficit by at least $1.1 trillion over

the next two decades.
The new law will reduce the cost

of prescription drugs for retirees
and companies that provide such
benefits, and does not “force re-
tirees into a Medicare plan,” as Mr.
Herrity erroneously asserted. Un-
der the new law, private employ-
ers will continue getting a tax-free,
government subsidy they currently
receive to provide prescription
drug coverage to retirees. And
those who are in Medicare will see
the “donut hole” eventually elimi-
nated.

The health insurance reform bill
will guarantee the solvency of
Medicare for another decade, and
does not put anyone “in danger of
losing traditional Medicare” as Mr.
Herrity incorrectly implied. He
draws inaccurate conclusions
about a report from the federal
Centers for Medicare and Medic-
aid Services that does not even
refer to the reform bill that became
law.

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Newspaper of Fairfax Station,
Laurel Hill & Clifton

An independent, locally owned weekly
newspaper delivered to
homes and businesses.

1606 King Street
Alexandria, Virginia 22314

NEWS DEPARTMENT:
To discuss ideas and concerns,

Call: 703-778-9410
e-mail:

burke@connectionnewspapers.com

Michael O’Connell
 Editor / 703-778-9416

Bonnie Hobbs
Community Reporter

703-778-9438
south@connectionnewspapers.com

Julia O’Donoghue
Education & Politics

703-778-9436
jodonoghue@connectionnewspapers.com

Ken Moore
Courts & Projects

kmoore@connectionnewspapers.com

Reed Albers
Sports Editor
703-224-3014

ralbers@connectionnewspapers.com

ADVERTISING:
To place an advertisement, call the ad

department between 9 a.m. and
 5 p.m., Monday - Friday.

Display ads 703-778-9410
Classified ads 703-778-9411
Employment ads 703-778-9413

Steve Hogan
Display Advertising

703-778-9418

Ginger Krup
Display Advertising, 703-778-9447
gkrup@connectionnewspapers.com

Andrea Smith
Classified Advertising, 703-778-9411
classified@connectionnewspapers.com

Barbara Parkinson
Employment Advertising

703-778-9413
classified@connectionnewspapers.com

Editor & Publisher
Mary Kimm

703-778-9433
mkimm@connectionnewspapers.com

Editor in Chief
Steven Mauren

Managing Editors
Steve Hibbard, Michael O’Connell,

Kemal Kurspahic
Photography:

Robbie Hammer, Louise Krafft,
Craig Sterbutzel

Art/Design:
Geovani Flores, Laurence Foong,

John Heinly, Wayne Shipp,
John Smith

Production Manager:
Jean Card

CIRCULATION: 703-778-9427
Circulation Manager:

Ann Oliver

CONNECTION NEWSPAPERS,
L.L.C.

Peter Labovitz
President/CEO

Mary Kimm
Publisher/Chief Operating Officer

703-778-9433
mkimm@connectionnewspapers.com

Jerry Vernon
Executive Vice President

jvernon@connectionnewspapers.com

Wesley DeBrosse
Controller

Debbie Funk
National Sales
703-778-9444

debfunk@connectionnewspapers.com



Fairfax Station/Laurel Hill Connection  ❖  April 15-21, 2010  ❖  9www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

News

the area’s trails, he said, were
laid out poorly, resulting in soggy
pathways and trail erosion that
made some portions of some trails
inaccessible for a period of time
after rain. In addition, he said that
the existing trails did not utilize
the land effectively enough, as
some trials did not connect to each
other or did not showcase the en-
tire property as planned.

Though BLM identified these
problems years ago, McCusker
said, no funding was available for
the project at the time. So, over
time, BLM continued to host
scoping meetings and met with
trail engineers and analysts to
draft a full plan so that if funding
materialized, work would be able
to begin quickly. This long-range
planning proved to be prophetic,
as federal stimulus money was re-
leased and BLM’s application was
accepted in the amount of
$300,000.

“They wanted to do these im-
provements for a long time, and
they finally got the stimulus
money to do it and they’re putting
that money to very good use,” said
Gary Knipling, a Mason Neck resi-
dent and member of the Friends
of Meadowood. “It really seems
like they’re building for the future
as well as the present.”

According to McCusker, this
building is mostly on the eastern
portion of the 800-acre property
and is being done primarily by two
workers who were hired using the
stimulus money. Meadowood cur-
rently only has trails for hiking and
horseback riding, so, in addition
to mapping out better routes for
existing and new trails, the trails
are also being specially built to
accommodate mountain biking.
The plan calls for one main trail
to be built around the western
parcel and for three smaller tech-
nical trail loops to be built off the
main trail, adding 4 miles total to
the site. Construction is also be-
ing done to build a new trail that
will connect Meadowood to Pohick
Bay Regional Park.

McCusker said that the focus of
the new and rerouted trails is to
provide a safer but more exciting
and scenic experience for all us-
ers. Gravel and crushed stone are
being used to construct the trails,
providing a firm yet versatile sur-
face that will accommodate all
uses while preventing erosion and
other damage. The slope of the
trails was also carefully chosen, he
said, as BLM sought to eliminate

See Meadowood,  Page 10

From Page 3

Trails
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Henry F. Dutson, DDS MS

D. Michael Ellis, DDS

Orthodontic Specialists
for Adults and Children

5631-B Burke Centre Parkway
Burke, VA  22015

703-250-2214

4600 John Marr Dr., Suite #401
Annandale, VA  22003

703-750-9393

• Free Initial Exam
• 40+ Years Experience
• Two Board Certified Orthodontists
• Ceramic Braces
• Invisalign Treatment

www.dutson-ellisortho.com

Suite F • 5631 Burke Centre Parkway • Burke, VA 22015

Weekdays • Saturdays • Evenings

United Concordia Participant

24 Hour Emergency Care

BURKE PROFESSIONAL PLAZA
The Corner of Rt. 123 (Ox Rd.)

& Burke Centre Pkwy.

To advertise please call Steve Hogan
 at 703-917-6463

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Fantastic Fairfax Station
Open Houses!

www.cbmove.com

Call Mark Goedde, Associate Broker • 703-850-8129

Spectacular custom home on over eight acres
with Popes Head Creek at rear of incredible
wooded property. Breathtaking living room
with cathedral ceilings and a stunning gour-
met kitchen!!! Family room with beamed
ceiling and access to one of several fantastic
porches and patios. Fabulous master suite
and finished walk-out lower level.. Open this
weekend by appointment. $1,350,000

Call Bob MacIntosh, NVAR Top Producer •  703-217-9033

Stunning 4BR, 2.5BA Colonial sited on 1/2 acre
treed lot. Side load Garage/Carport combo
offers 4 parking spaces. Unique subdivision in
historic Fairfax Station. Many updates include
redesigned gourmet kitchen with granite, reborn
baths and all season sunroom. Large family
room, professional office & hardwoods through-
out. Custom Patio & Deck!!! Open Sunday, 1-4.
5933 Innisvale Drive. $659,900

Call Susie Carpenter, Associate Broker • 703-906-6598

Charming CIRCA 1810 Farmhouse  *An
Historian’s Dream *  Expanded and Updated
though the Years. All the character of yester-
year with today’s conveniences. Picturesque
setting on over 7 acres. Equestrian Property
with 7-Stall Barn + tack room, riding rink
and access to miles of horse trails. Sought
after English Hills. Open this weekend by
appointment. $995,000

News

the steeper, more unsafe slopes, which would also
save construction costs because the trails would
“flow better with the landscape.”

“Some of the trails were in wet places and were
never right,” Knipling said. “They’ll now have a much
better tread and slope. They’re really getting into
all of the nooks and crannies of the 800 acres.”

ACCORDING TO McCusker, the two men working
on the trails are working five days a week and are
utilizing heavy excavating equipment to speed up
the process. While they are moving quickly, BLM is
also reaching out to the community for extra assis-
tance. McCusker said that volunteer workdays are
scheduled every Friday and Saturday from April 10
through June 19, during which any person can come
to Meadowood and help to flag trails, clear debris
and other work that does not require the heavy ma-
chinery.

“We’ve had a lot of scout groups where Eagle Scouts
that needed to do their eagle projects come out and
help, but we still need more help,” McCusker said.
“I’m hoping that the weather holds up so that we’ll
be able to get more people involved.”

McCusker estimated that the work is about half-
way done, and said that he expects the work to con-
tinue until the Sept. 30 deadline. If the current work
is completed before then, McCusker said that the two
workers will be used to work on other projects at
Meadowood that were deemed lower-priority.
Though the work is invasive and spread out across
the property, area residents and Meadowood regu-
lars are nonetheless excited about the construction,
and applaud BLM for making it happen.

“Meadowood has been a nice addition to the Ma-
son Neck neighborhood,” Knipling said. “I’d say that
they’re the most active public agency in terms of im-
proving public access and encouraging public use.
They work hard to be a good neighbor and a good
steward of the land.”

From Page 9

Meadowood Trail Renovations

Faith Notes

Sydenstricker United Methodist
Church, 8508 Hooes Road in Spring-
field, Spring Second Time Around Sale
will be on Saturday, April 17, 9 a.m.-1
p.m. All proceeds from the sale go to
UMW mission projects. Contact
wwwsumcdisciples.org or 703-441-
8223.

Phoenix Rising Meal Program.
Franconia United Methodist Church,

6037 Franconia Road, Alexandria,
needs volunteers to help prepare meals
for the homeless along the Route 1 cor-
ridor in Alexandria on Thursday, Apr 22,
at 6:30 p.m., and deliver the bags on
Friday, April 23, at 6 p.m. If interested,
call 703-971-5151 or e-mail
admin@franconiaumc.org.

New Hope Church, 8905 Ox Road
in Lorton, will offer a Beth Moore Simul-

cast on Saturday, April 24, 10 a.m.-4
p.m. Moore offers women freedom, de-
liverance and depth through her
teaching of God’s word. $25 per person,
including lunch.  www.newhope.org.

New Women’s Bible Study meets
at Jubilee Christian Center on Tuesdays,
9:45 a.m.-12 p.m. The study will focus
on “Spirit, Soul, and Body” by Andrew
Wommack. $10. 703-383-1170.

Find us on Facebook and become a fan!
www.Facebook.com/connectionnewspapers

Small deeds
done are
better than
great deeds
planned.
—Peter Marshall

To honor Mom
on Mother’s Day,
send us your favor-
ite snapshots of you
with your Mom and
The Connection will
publish them in our
Mother’s Day issue.
Be sure to include
some information
about what’s going
on in the photo,
plus your name and
phone number and
town of residence.
To e-mail digital
photos, send to:

PhotoB@connec
tionnewspapers.com

Or to mail photo
prints, send to:

The Fairfax Station/
Laurel Hill

Connection,
“Me and My Mom

Photo Gallery,”
1606 King St.,

Alexandria, VA 22314
Photo prints will be
returned to you if you
include a stamped,
self-addressed enve-
lope, but please don’t
send us anything irre-
placeable.

“Me
and
My

Mom”
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Call Kathleen
today and
ask for a
copy of her
“Satisfied
Client List”

www.kathleenhomes.com • kathquintarelli@erols.com

Kathleen Quintarelli
703-862-8808

#1 Weichert Realtor
Burke/Fairfax Station

Licensed Realtor 20 Years
NVAR Lifetime Top ProducerSee Interior Photos at:

#1 Weichert Agent in Burke & Fairfax Station

Alex/Kingstowne $619,950
2 Car Garage End Unit

Spectacular home loaded w/ bells & whis-
tles, backs to woods & lake, 3 gas
frplcs,eat-in kit w/ granite & SS appl, 2 lvl
deck + patio, dramatic open stairscase w/
Palladian window, MBA w/ skylt & gran-
ite, fin walkout bsmt, 3BR, 3.5BA, comm
pool, walk to shopping & more.

Fairfax Station $849,950
Open Sunday 4/18 1-4

Immac Long built home w/ dramatic sun-
room w/ cathedral clngs, updated eat-in
kit w/ granite cntrs & SS appl, sunny 2
story foyer, fmly rm w/ vaulted clngs &
skylts, loaded w/ hrdwd flrs & moldings &
blt-ins, library, huge fin bsmt, 2 frplcs,
dual zone HVAC &more.

Ffx Sta/South Run $839,950
Dramatic 2 Story Family Rm.

Rarely avail model w/ dramatic & open
flr plan w/ huge 2 stry foyer & fmlyrm,
hrdwd flrs, library, large updated kit w/
granite & SS appl, 2 frplcs, sunny fin
walkout bsmt, updated MBA w/ sep tub
& shower, MBR w/ vaulted clngs & 2
walk-in clsts, deck, gazebo, dual zone
HVAC & more.

Burke $274,950
Open Sunday 4/18 1-4

Spacious and Sunny 3 lvl end unit w/ fin
walkout bsmt w/ full bath, fenced yard,
3BR, 3.5BA, eat-in kit w/ newer appl,
remodeled hall bath w/ jetted tub, walk to
school & shopping, replaced siding, Lake
Braddock district, gas heating & cooking
& more.

Fairfax Station $674,950
Walk to Burke Lake Park

Immac home on Cul-de-sac w/ almost
3/4 wooded acres w/ 4BR, 3.5BA, eat-in
kit w/ granite, granite in baths, sunny
fmlyrm w/ gas frplc & custom built-ins,
fin bsmt w/ bar & lots of storage, fresh
paint, MBR w/ dramatic cathedral clngs
& walk-in clst & comm pool.

OPE
N
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NDAY

OPE
N

SU
NDAY

Register by April 24, 2010 and
received $300 Off Sept. tuition.

** Door Prize Free Month of Sept. tuition **

OPEN HOUSE
APRIL 24

9AM-12PM

-Small classes and individual attention
-Nov. 30 cut off date for Kindergarten
-Financial Aid Available

www.kenwoodschool.com
Established Since 1957

Charlie’s Barber Shop
Charlie now has
his own shop

in Burke!

5622 Ox Rd., H1 Fairfax Station, VA 22039
(Next to Gold’s Gym)

703-503-1122
www.charliesBarberShop.com

M-F 9-7, Sat 8-6, Sun 9-6
Haircuts $13 • Children $11

Call Specific Agents to Confirm Dates & Times.

When you visit one of these Open Houses, tell the Realtor you saw  it in this
Connection Newspaper. For more real estate listings and open houses, visit

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com and click the Real Estate links on the right side.

To add your FREE Realtor Open House listing
in Springfield/Kingstowne, Burke,

or Fairfax Station/Laurel Hill,
Contact Steve Hogan at

shogan@connectionnewspapers.com
All listings due by Tuesday at noon.

OPEN HOUSES
SAT./SUN. APRIL 17 & 18

Fairfax Station
5933 Innisvale Dr.....................$659,900 ........ Sun. 1-4...............Bob MacIntosh ................Coldwell Banker.........703-217-9033
7424 South Reach Dr. .............. $849,950 ........ Sun. 1-4...............Kathleen Quintarelli ......... Weichert....................703-862-8808
7708 Manor House Dr. ............. $995,000 ........ By Appt................Susie Carpenter...............Coldwell Banker.........703-906-6598
5599 Smoke Rise La. ............... $1,350,000 ..... By Appt................Mark Goedde...................Coldwell Banker.........703-850-8129

Lorton
1005 John Sutherland La. ........ $799,900 ........ Sat. 1-5 ............... Donna Moseley................Prudential Carruthers.703-272-2332

Burke
9463 Cloverdale Ct...................$274,950 ........ Sun. 1-4...............Kathleen Quintarelli ......... Weichert....................703-862-8808
6110 Wilmington Dr. ................$399,999 ........ Sun. 1-4...............Karen Brown ................... Weichert....................703-644-1364
7306 Lightship Ct. ................... $559,888 ........ Sun. 1-4...............Debbie Dogrul Assoc. ...... Long & Foster............703-425-3582

Fairfax
4217 Lamarre Drive ................. $475,000 ........ Sun 1-4................Ingrid Barrett ..................ERA...........................571-216-2313
10725 Norman Ave .................. $529,000 ........ Sun 1-4................Ron Fowler......................Weichert....................703-691-0555
3827 Farr Oak Circle ................$893,000 ........ Sun 1-4................Keith Harris.....................Samson Properties .... 703-395-6601

Springfield
7387 Hidden Knolls Ct..............$415,000 ........ Sun. 1-4...............Lawanda Swope .............. Weichert....................703-358-9777

Annandale
8217 Briar Creek Dr..................$519,900 ........ Sun. 1-4...............Fanny Bonilla...................Bonilla & Assoc. ........ 703-881-2161
4208 Wakefield Chapel Rd........$525,000 ........ Sun. 1-4...............Valerie Gaskins................Weichert....................703-881-2787
4829 Kingston Dr. ....................$539,000 ........ Sun. 1-4...............Charlie Mayhew...............Weichert....................703-821-8300
3917 Lincolnshire St. ...............$549,888 ........ Sun. 1-4...............Debbie Dogrul Assoc. ...... Long & Foster............703-425-3582
3814 Lake Blvd. ....................... $594,888 ........ Sun. 1-4...............Debbie Dogrul Assoc. ...... Long & Foster............703-425-3582
8285 Private La........................$1,350,000 ..... Sun. 1-4...............Nancy Basham.................Long & Foster............703-772-2066

Centreville
14305 GRAPE HOLLY GV #33...$189,900 ........ Sun 1-4................Jennifer Pogoda .............. Keller Williams ........ (703) 535-3610
5960 WATERFLOW CT..............$324,900 ........ Sun 1-4................Bernadette Babiera-Hughes...Lighthouse..............(703) 626-6587
5132 Pleasant Forest Drive.......$1,293,000 ..... Sun 1-4................Bob Scherbarth ............... Century 21 ................ 703-477-1043

Chantilly
14531 LANICA CIR...................$95,000 ..........Sat/Sun 3-5..........Robert Earl......................Keller Williams ........ (703) 858-1118
25893 Donovan Dr ..................$539,900 ........ Sun 1-4................Troy Sponaugle ............... Samson Properties .... 703-408-5560

Clifton
12213 Chapel Rd. .................... $1,195,000 ..... Sun. 1-4...............Ann Grainger...................Long & Foster............703-503-1870
6501 Megills Ct........................$1,699,000 ..... Sun. 1-4...............Carol Hermandorfer .........Long & Foster............703-425-8000

5599 Smoke Rise Lane, Fairfax Station • $1,350,000
By Appointment

Mark Goedde, Coldwell Banker, 703-850-8129

Send notes to the Connection at
south@connectionnewspapers.com or call
703-778-9416. Deadline is Friday. Dated
announcements should be submitted at
least two weeks prior to the event.

THURSDAY/APRIL 15
Fimian-Herrity Debate. 1:30 p.m. at

Greenspring Retirement Community,
Hunters Crossing Conference Center,
7430 Spring Village Drive,
Springfield. Keith Fimian and Pat
Herrity will debate ahead of the June
8 primary election to choose the
Republican candidate for Virginia’s
11th District congressional seat.703-
923-4690.

SUNDAY/APRIL 18
Democratic Women of Clifton. 3-5

p.m. in the Clifton Community Hall,
Clifton. Focusing on the environment
and local energy future, the
restoration of Chesapeake Bay, and
the threat from invasive plants. Liz
Bradsher, the Springfield District’s
representative on the Fairfax County
School Board, will address plans for
Clifton Elementary School.
www.DemocraticWomenofClifton.org
or 703-638-4746.

FRIDAY/APRIL 23
The Fairfax County Volunteer

Service Awards. 8 p.m. at Fairview
Park Marriott, 3111 Fairview Park
Drive, Falls Church. Volunteer Fairfax
and more than 500 community
members will honor 176 volunteer
individuals and organizations. $35
for individuals or nonprofits, $50 for
corporate guests. Tickets available at
www.volunteerfairfax.org. Contact
Samantha Watson at
swatson@volunteerfairfax.org.

Bulletin
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Sports
Laurel Hill/Fairfax Station/Clifton Connection Sports Editor Reed Albers

703-224-3014 or  ralbers@connectionnewspapers.com

Three Strikes and They’re Dunham
South County head coach Al Thompson said Dunham’s success comes
from her year-round commitment to softball. ‘She’s got a work ethic that
most pitchers don’t have,’ he said.
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Chelsey Dunham winds up a pitch during the Stallions 8-0 victory over
Lake Braddock on April 7. Dunham’s pitching is one of the reasons the
Stallions are enjoying an 8-0 start to the year.

All-state pitcher Chelsey Dunham is driving
force behind South County’s stiff defense.

By Reed S. Albers

The Connection

S
outh County softball pitcher
Chelsey Dunham doesn’t simply
strike out batters, she overpow-
ers them.

Her pitches release with such velocity that
Dunham isn’t the only one with a bag of ice
wrapped attached to her arm after games,
catcher Michelle Boynton said she has to
ice her catching hand.

One-by-one, opponents come up to bat
looking for their chance to put one past the

three time all-state pitcher, but with ma-
chine-like efficiency Dunham sends them
back to the dugout kicking dirt in frustra-
tion.

“I like to play around with the batters,”
she said. “But, not too much. I want to sit
them down quick.”

Batters might hope fatigue would set in,
removing her from the game, but the se-
nior is accustomed to spending an entire
evening on the mound.

Dunham has pitched every inning in all
eight games this season.

When South County head coach Al Th-

ompson was asked if he ever worries about
tiring out her arm, he laughed “Are you kid-
ding me? No, I don’t worry about it.”

Dunham isn’t worried ei-
ther. She’s used to putting
her arm through complete
game after complete game.

“I pitched so much over the
summer with my travel
team,” she said. “I’d play two
games in a day, and I’d pitch
both of them. I’m trained for
it.”

The rigorous schedule hasn’t slowed her
down either.

Dunham’s ability to strike out batters is a
major reason the Stallions (8-0) are enjoy-
ing yet another dominating season.

“She is the defensive drive of this team,”

Thompson said. “She’s a really good pitcher
and there are eight other girls on the team
who are very good, too.”

What sets Dunham apart
from the rest?

“She’s got a work ethic
that most pitchers don’t
have,” Thompson said. “She
works every day of the year,
rain or shine, it doesn’t mat-
ter.”

There’s also her life-long
dedication to playing the

position.
“I started pitching when I was 8-years

old,” she said. “I pitch about every day. I
take maybe one day off in a week.”

See Pitching,  Page 13

“I want to sit
them down
quick.”

— Chelsey Dunham

5 Qs with South County
catcher Michelle Boynton
Q: I noticed your have a special handshake before an
inning with pitcher Chelsey Dunham, care to explain?

A: We had to think of a handshake because we thought stand-
ing out there would be boring. And we have connection, so we
added the handshake to make it stronger.
Q: What’s your favorite song to listen to before
you play a game?

A: My favorite song to listen to is “We Be Steady Mobbin’” by
Lil’ Wayne. It gets my body going.
Q: How did you become a catcher?

A: My dad made me become catcher. That’s about it.
Q: Do you enjoy playing that position?

A: I love playing catcher. Your always in every play, every in-
ning, just everything.
Q: What’s your favorite thing about being on the
Stallions softball team?

A: My favorite thing is that we’re a family. We all get along, we
all love each other. It’s just the best.

— Reed S. Albers
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Michelle Boynton

Robinson Crew Plant Sale
The Robinson Crew team will be conducting its annual plant sale on

May 1 at the Burke Nursery and Garden Center.
The Burke Nursery and Garden Center will be donating a percentage

of its total sales to the club when shoppers purchase items at the school’s
booth on May 1 and with at least one $10 certificate sold by members
of the crew team.

The certificates can be pre-purchased from a
member of the crew team at anytime leading
up to the fund raiser.

The crew team is not funded by Robinson Sec-
ondary School and all fund-raising efforts help pay for the team’s
coaches, boats and regatta fees.

For more information, contact Chris Veale at cv622@aol.com, Louise
Lewis at lewisfamily6@verizon.net.

Lake Braddock Crew Fund Raiser
The Lake Braddock Crew Team is hosting its annual plant sale on

Sunday, April 25, from 9 a.m.-3 p.m., at the Burke Nursery at 9401
Burke Road.

With a wide plant and gardening selection, the team is excited to be

See Week in Sports,  Page 13

Week in Sports
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All the practice and training Dunham has put in during
the offseason is best displayed when the senior finds her-
self in a bind.

On April 7, against the Lake Braddock softball team, the
Stallions were unable to produce much offense for four
innings.

As the first, second and third innings rolled by, the score
stood at zero apiece, but her team’s inability to score right
away didn’t fluster Dunham.

While the South County bats began to finally warm-up,
Dunham struck out 12 batters en route to an  8-0 win and
never showed signs of wavering.

“The confidence [on the mound] just comes from all the
experience I have,” she said. “I just mix up the pitches and
stay ahead of them.”

But for all the noise Dunham has made in the Northern
Region as a pitcher, one goal eludes the Stallions — a state
championship.

So far, the 2010 season has started much as 2009 did
with dominating win after dominating win. The 2009 sea-
son, however, ended with a 2-0 loss to Loudoun Valley in
the state tournament.

Dunham said she doesn’t think about the loss while she’s
on the mound, but memories creep in during classes and
practice.

“I just focus on the batter and the next batter during a
game,” she said. “But when I leave the field, I think about
[the state loss].”

It’s not surprising that Dunham and her teammates have
set a goal to win the Virginia state title. With the Stallions
roaring through their regular season schedule, Dunham
knows her team has a chance.

“I think we’re well on our way to [winning the title],”
she said.

able to offer the finest in annuals, perennials, potted
plants, herbs, shrubs and trees — everything within the
nursery is available for purchase.

The team is also offering free delivery on mulch orders
of 25 bags or more.

On April 25, look for a satellite station at Lake Braddock
Secondary to pick up a pre-sale certificate, or visit
www.bruincrew.com to download a flyer. In order for a
purchase to benefit the team, bring the certificate to pur-
chase with your items.

School Physicals Offered
W.T. Woodson High School’s sports medicine staff will

be hosting physicals at Woodson on June 14 from 5:30-8
p.m.

Physicals will be comprehensive and complete the re-
quirement for the Virginia High School League physical
required for participation in athletics in Virginia and are
good for the entire 2010-11 school year.

The cost will be $40 per student. Athletes will need to
bring their VHSL physical forms with pages one, two, and
four completed and signed by a parent/guardian.

These forms can be picked up in the Activities Office or
found online at www.vhsl.org. Students will also need to
wear athletic clothing and running shoes. Pre-register at:

h t t p : / / w w w. f c p s . e d u / s u p t / a c t i v i t i e s / a t p /
ppeoverview.htm. The school will also be accepting walk-
ins for $50 with priority being given to those that have
pre-registered. Money raised goes to support the Athletic
Training Program. Contact Kelly Fickes, head athletic
trainer, at kelly.fickes@fcps.edu with any questions.

Sports

From Page 12

Pitching Power

From Page 12

Week in Sports

U.S. Rep. Gerry Connelly (D-11) throws a ceremonial first pitch at the South County
Little League opening day ceremony on Saturday, April 10.

Johnathon Spadafore of the Cardinals takes a hop onto
home base after hitting his first home run of the season.

The South County Little League teams watched with their banners are several dignitar-
ies threw out opening day pitches to kick off the season.

Play
Ball
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South County
Little League
kicks off 2010
season.
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REGISTER
NOW!

Find Your Children Safe & Sound

KIDDIE COUNTRY
DEVELOPMENTAL LEARNING CENTER

DEVELOPMENTALLY APPROPRIATE SCHOOL YEAR AND SUMMER CAMP PROGRAMS
Designed to provide a complete, happy, safe learning environment

in harmony with the needs of the child.

CHILDREN AGES 2-5
Full (6:30 a.m.-6:30 p.m.) and half day (9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.) programs

SPECIAL FEATURES
Developmental Curriculum • Degreed Teachers • Registered Nurse • Music Director • Nutritious

Breakfast, Lunch and Snacks • Heated Swimming Pools • Spacious Shaded Playgrounds
• Planned Orientations and Presentations for Parents • State Licensed

KIDDIE COUNTRY I
Burke Centre

Fairfax Station (Fairfax)
6000 Schoolhouse Woods Rd.

Burke, Virginia 22015
703-250-6550

KIDDIE COUNTRY II
Burke-Springfield

Fairfax Station (Lorton)
9601 Old Keene Mill Rd.

Burke, Virginia 22015
703-644-0066

Come See Our
Award-Winning Facilities!

(Both Schools Winners
of American Institute
of Architects Awards)

FULL DAY SUMMER CAMP PROGRAM AGES SIX TO ELEVEN YEARS
Program is organized into weekly themes packed with FANTASTIC FIELD TRIPS, A
SENSATIONAL OVERNIGHT CAMP OUT, DAILY SWIMMING, SPORTS, DANCING,
MUSIC, AND AN END OF THE SUMMER “SMASH” MUSICAL PRODUCTION BY

OUR CAMPERS FOR THEIR FAMILIES.

BEFORE & AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAMS
AGES SIX-ELEVEN YEARS

 GRADES 1-6
Transportation provided to Terra Centre,
Fairview, White Oaks, and Cherry Run

Elementary Schools. Emphasis on special
events, sports, time for homework, and student’s

choice of activities.

KINDERGARTEN
Registrations are now being accepted for the
2010-2011 School Year. Two Virginia certified
teachers per classroom. Program emphasizes

language arts, math, computer literacy, science,
social studies, social development, art, music

and physical development.

www.kiddiecountry.com

Baha’i Faith
Baha’is of Fairfax County
Southwest…703-912-1719

Baptist
Antioch Baptist Church…

703-425-0940
Clifton Baptist Church…

703-263-1161
Community Baptist Church…

703-250-9060
Fairfax Baptist Temple…

703-323-8100

Harvest Assembly
Baptist Church…

703-799-7868
Hope Baptist Church…

703-799-5155
Jerusalem

Baptist Church…
703-278-8166

Shiloh Baptist Church…
703-550-8557

Virginia Korean Baptist
Church

703-425-1972

Buddhist
Ekoji Buddhist Temple….

703-239-1200
Catholic

St. Clare of Assisi…703-266-
1310

St. Raymond Penafort…
703-440-0535

Church of God
Church of the Living God of

No. Va.…703-250-7980
Congregacion La Cena Del

Senor…703-550-1204
Episcopal

St. Peter’s in the Woods…
703-503-9210

Pohick Church…703-339-6579
Lutheran

Living Savior Lutheran Church
703-352-1421
Methodist

Christ Church of Fairfax
Station…703-690-3401

Cranford United Methodist
Church…703-339-5382
Non-Denominational
Grace Bible Church…

703-339-7292
Gunston Bible Church…

703-339-5395
Iglesia La Gran Comision

Asambleas De Dios…
703-541-0816

New Hope Church…
703-971-4673

New Jerusalem
Temple of Worship…

703-593-6153
Pentecostal

Christ Pentecostal International
Church…703-339-2119

First United
Pentecostal Church…

703-339-2402
Presbyterian

Clifton Presbyterian Church…
703-830-3175

Seoul Presbyterian
Church….703-764-1310

Sikh
Sikh Foundation of Virginia…

703-323-8849

COMMUNITIES OF WORSHIP

To Advertise Your Community of Worship, Call 703-778-9418

Realtime Worship - Sunday 8:45 & 11 AM
Sunday School 10:10 AM

Sunday Evening - 6:30 PM Youth Meeting
Family Night - Wednesday 7:15 PM

Call for Sunday Evening Worship Home Group Schedule
visit our website: www.jccag.org

4650 Shirley Gate Road, Fairfax
Bill Frasnelli, PASTOR   703-383-1170

“Experience the Difference”

Jubilee
Christian Center

Celebrating the Sounds of Freedom

b

b

www.calvaryfamily.com
“Continuing the ministry of Christ

on earth”

9800 Old Keene Mill Rd.
703-455-7041
Sunday School

 9:15 AM
 Worship Service

10:30 AM

“I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one
comes to the Father except by me.” John 14:6

The Spirit of
The Living
Christ
Ministry

Sharon Fernandez, Pastor • 703-568-5647

Offering teaching, healing and
the prophetic word of God.
Please join us for Prayer & Bible
Study Thursdays from 7 to 8:30 pm. Sunday
Worship Service is held from 9 to 11:30 am in
the Comfort Inn Gunston Corner, Suite 111,
8180 Silverbrook Rd., Lorton, VA

From Page 8

Letters

small businesses afford insurance for their employees.
❖ Adopting free market solutions through state exchanges of private

insurance companies to provide affordable insurance to individuals,
families, and businesses.

❖ Funding new efforts to monitor, detect and fight waste, fraud and
abuse in the system and enacting tougher penalties when it is found.

❖ Creating pilot programs to reduce the cost of medical malpractice
suits and to reduce medical errors.

❖ Continuing health savings accounts and flexible savings accounts
for medical expenses.

❖ Ensuring that health care decisions are made by the patient and
doctor.

When he talks with voters in the future, Mr. Herrity needs to know
his facts before he becomes preachy about health insurance reform, or
he will be called out once again.

Rex Simmons
Fairfax Station

Chairman, Fairfax County Democratic Committee

Extreme Left-Wing Editorial
To the Editor:

Your opinion is extremely slanted and out of touch with reality. It is
very clear that you are an extreme left-wing liberal based on the many
biased statements in this and other opinion pieces. For example,
Cuccinelli’s opposition to the recent healthcare legislation on constitu-
tional grounds mirrors the views of a wide majority of Virginians. I,
and I am sure a majority of Virginians, applaud his efforts and do not
find what he is doing an embarrassment, but rather courageous. My
congressman, Gerry Connolly (D-11), will do anything Nancy Pelosi
wants, Connolly, should be unceremoniously thrown out of office in
November for supporting this legislation that requires patriots like
Cuccinelli to fight.

As the publisher you should at least try to be middle of the road
rather than a whining liberal extremist.

Paul Barsnica
Fairfax Station

Simplistic Misrepresentations
To the Editor:

Susan Lider Hutson’s letter, “Dismayed Reader,” [Connection, April
8, 2010] criticizing the new health care reform law was nothing more
than a scripted litany of the same simplistic misrepresentations that
were advanced for months by insurance companies and other oppo-
nents of the legislation.

Furthermore, her political bias was very apparent when she called
the new law “ObamaCare,” a derogatory description coined by right-
wing talk show hosts, FOX News, and political operatives more con-
cerned about influencing elections than promoting affordable and ac-
cessible health insurance for all Americans.

Her argument that the health care reform law will lead to rationing
is wrong. It is the very insurance companies she defends that are the
ones practicing rationing of health care by denying claims right now,
every day.

Her claim that Medicare will be hurt by the new law ignores the fact
that the legislation guarantees the solvency of Medicare for another
decade, ends taxpayer-subsidized payments to private insurers, and
eliminates waste, fraud and abuse from the program.

Ms. Lider Hutson’s comment that congressmen and senators are ex-
empt from the health care reform law is another inaccurate talking
point pushed by those who don’t care that 32 million Americans are
uninsured, that families can be denied insurance because of pre-exist-
ing conditions or that insurers can cancel coverage when people get
sick. A simple check of the new law shows that congressmen, senators,
and their staffs are the only Americans who will be forced to change
the insurance they have now. They will be required to give up the in-
surance they now purchase, like any other federal employee, through
one of the private insurance company plans offered through the fed-
eral government and, instead, purchase private insurance through the
state exchanges of private insurance plans set up under the new law.

Dr. Matthew Brooks
Clifton
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Zone 2 Ad Deadline:

Wednesday 11 a.m.

703-917-6464

Zone 2: • Burke

• Fairfax • Springfield
EmploymentEmployment

Bus Tech
We’re searching for a FT Diesel Bus Tech for
our Dulles Airport location.  Must have 2 years
experience in diesel maintenance and repair.
Min   of  3  ASE  Certs, valid Class A License
and own tools required.

C-Level Techs
FT C-Level Techs needed for our Dulles &
Springfield locations.  Min of 1 ASE Cert, valid
driver’s license and own tools required.

We offer a competitive salary and excellent
benefit pkg.  For more information please contact

Susan Johnson @  703-256-3341 EOE

COUNTER CLERK
Top   notch  Dry  Cleaners   in   McLean.

Full - time   and/or   part - time, 

TOP PAY, FLEX HRS  
Full-time:   Great benefits 
(includes  full  Health and Life Ins, 100% 
retirement  contribution,  paid vacation).
Part-time: Mornings   or   evenings 
Mon-Fri,  Sat  8-5.  Apply  in person, 
Burns  Bros   Cleaners,   6821 Old 
Dominion   Dr,  McLean,   VA   22101

DENTAL ASSISTANT TRAINING OF VIRGINIA
Lorton and Centreville

Call 703-409-1992 for details or visit
www.datcpofva.com to Enroll!!

CPR and Radiation Certification
Administrative and Office Management available.

SCHEV APPROVED

FT/PT GROOMER
Groom ‘N Glory Pet Salon in Centreville
seeking professional  all breed Groomer.  

Certified by NDGAA pref’d.  

PT  RECEPTIONIST & BATHER
Also seeking (2) responsible, caring & 
motivated individuals.  Tues-Sat.  Exp 

pref’d but will train.  Call: 703-830-5574

Enable seniors to live independently in their own
homes with our non-medical companionship and home
care services. Rewarding P/T days, evenings, weekends,

live-ins, medical benefits offered.
Home Instead Senior Care.
Call Today: 703-750-6665

COMPANIONS &
CNA’s NEEDED

Hotel Service Personnel
Seeking PT and/or FT persons to per-
form Restaurant/Front Desk & Driving 
reponsibilities.  Must be over 21 with 
valid driver’s license.  Apply in person at

Comfort Inn of Alexandria
5716 S. Van Dorn St.

Alexandria, VA  22310

HVAC Installer Apprentice
Local HVAC co is seeking an HVAC resi-
dential installation apprentice to work in 
No VA. Exp. a plus but not necessary. 
Enjoy excellent union benefit package 
w/full fam. med, pension, training, holi-
days, vac & competitive salary. Must 
have a valid drivers license, provide 
good driving record & submit to drug 
screening. Fax resume to 703-968-7346 
or   submit    an   application   online    at 
www.SSIHVAC.com.

Licensed Therapist, FT
UMFS is seeking Licensed Therapist to 
work in an 8 bed, youth crisis stabilization 
center in Centreville. Must have a Master's 
in related field & LCSW, LPC or compara-
ble license. Provides psychiatric assistance 
to mentally and/or emotionally disturbed 
youths. Provides therapeutic guidance to the 
treatment on clinical & group process issues. 
Supervises Treatment Team. Residential ex-
perience req’d. Supervisory experience pre-
ferred. Bi-lingual a plus. Apply online at 
www.umfs.org. EOE 

Nysmith School
Preschool - 8th Grade
Hiring for the Fall

Teachers: College Degree Required
•Intermediate Math
•Music Teacher with band instruction

experience
•Computer Teacher
•Science Teacher - Middle School

Mid-day “Helping Hands-Recess Attendant”
11:00am-1:30pm - $12/hr.

Send resumes to:
resume@nysmith.com

FAX: 703-713-3336

FT/PT. Temp/Perm. Ideal for
students/others. Sales/Svc, Flex

Schedules. Conditions apply. All ages 18+.
703-359-7600

IMMEDIATE
OPENINGS
$17.00 Base-Appt.

Sales Representative &
Professional Makeup Artist

Jobs at Fair Oaks & Tysons Corner Malls.  
Good income, $7.75/hr + 25% sales com-

mission.  Full and part time.  For more 
information contact us 410-588-9891

LPN’s & RN’s
Homecare Agency looking to hire LPN’s 

& RN’s with min 1 yr experience for 
Private Duty Nursing.  To apply call 

703-533-3131

VETERINARY RECEPTIONIST
Position for friendly, experienced, re-
sponsible person.  MUST have excellent 
customer service skills, computer friend-
ly, and want to work as part of a dedicat-
ed team.  Approx 30 hrs per week. 
Come by and pick up application or Fax 
resume to 703-830-1869

CLIFTON-CENTREVILLE ANIMAL 
CLINIC   

703-830-8844

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

Educational Internships
Unusual opportunity to learn many aspects of
the newspaper business. Internships available in
reporting, photography, research, graphics.
Opportunities for students, and for adults consid-
ering change of career. Unpaid. E-mail
internship@connec
tionnewspapers.com

Great Papers • Great Readers • Great Results!

 Employers:
Are your recruiting ads not
working in other papers?

Try a better way to fill your
      employment openings

703-917-6464
classified@connectionnewspapers.com

• Target your best job candidates
where they live.

• Reach readers in addition
to those who are currently
looking for a job.

• Proven readership.
• Proven results.
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News

residents. In a tough budget year, he com-
mended county executive Anthony Griffin
for largely preserving the funding for ser-
vices for people facing an economic crisis.

Fairfax’s social service agencies have seen
a dramatic increase in requests for help. The
county’s human services hotline has seen
an 139 percent jump in inquiries about food
stamps and 119 percent increase in calls for
help with paying utility bills.

In January 2007, the average number of
public assistance clients in Fairfax — people
who need everything from Medicaid to help
keeping the lights on — was 50,000. Three
years later, that number had increased to
72,000, a jump of 45 percent.

“Clients are coming in who have never
had to seek out public assistance in the
past,” said Clark.

As head of the Fairfax County Council of
PTAs, Michelle Menapace is not only con-
cerned about public schools funding but
also the support given to other county pro-
grams that directly affect students.

Menapace is worried about the proposed
reduction to staff and hours at the Fairfax’s
public library branches. Students, particu-
larly those without computer access at
home, rely on libraries for class assignments
and research. Public libraries should be con-
tinue to open in the evening and on the
weekends, when students don’t have access
to computers and staff at their local schools,
she said.

Menapace was also worried about the
proposed elimination of middle school re-
source officers, uniformed police who are
assigned to school buildings full time. These
officers are often the best source for solu-
tions on local bullying and gang problems
in schools.

In 1977, the Fairfax County Park Author-
ity Board oversaw 90 parks with 140 staff
members. Last year, the same park board
oversaw 417 parks with 131 staff members.

Fairfax County Park Authority board
members said the county is already doing
more with less and the proposed cuts to the
park system for next year go too far.

“We would like to reconsider the mainte-
nance cuts. These are simply too large a
burden to carry,” said William Bowie, Fairfax
County Park Authority board chairman.

Bowie is particularly concerned about
budget cuts that would eliminate seeding
and aeration of athletic field, both those at
county park and the ones located at elemen-
tary and middle school campuses.

He also said the drop in financial support
would cause the park authority to close
restrooms at many of its facilities, saving
the county about $250,000.

John Niemic, president of the local fire
fighters and paramedics union, said his
members are prepared to “share their bur-
den” of county budget cuts, given the tough
economic situation Fairfax County faces.

The fire fighters and paramedics are will-
ing to forego a pay increase but Niemic said
cuts to the department staff proposed by

See Feedback,  Page 18

From Page 3

Speaking Out
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Zone 2 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 2: • Burke

• Fairfax • Springfield

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

A CLEANING SERVICE
Since 1985/Ins & Bonded

Quality Service at a Fair Price
Satisfaction Guaranteed
Comm/Res. MD VA DC

acleaningserviceinc.com
703-892-8648

CLEANING CLEANING

LICENSED INSURED

Residential & Commercial
10% Senior Citizen Discount

CARE _ MORE
CLEANING SOLUTIONS

703-862-5904
or

703-780-6749
caremorecleaning.com

DECKS DECKS

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

Metro Gutter
Clean/Install/Repair

• Wood Replace & Wrapping  • Pressure Washing
• Chimney Sweeping & Repair

20 YEARS EXP.

703-354-4333
metrogutter.com

GUTTER GUTTER

GUTTER CLEANING & REPAIRS
Townhouses $50

Houses $85
Ext. Painting • Power-Washing

LIC 703-323-4671 INS

MR. GUTTER

Group Rates Avail.!

703-802-0483

MOWING, TRIMMING,
EDGING, MULCHING

& TRIM HEDGES

PINNACLE SERVICES, INC.
LAWN SERVICE

General Remodeling
Residential & Commercial

Specializing in:
Kitchen/Bathroom/Basement Remodeling
Plumbing • Electrical • Custom Carpentry

Doors Windows • Hardwood Floors
Crown Molding • House Cleaning

Interior/Exterior Painting • Brick/Stone Work
Ceramic Tile • Decks, Fences, Patios

HOA Maintenance, Granite Counter Tops
Realtors Work and Much More

Hand and Hand
Handyman

Licensed and Insured Serving Northern Virginia

703-296-6409

RCL HOME REPAIRS
Handyman Services

Springfld • Burke • Kingstowne
Light Electrical • Plumbing • 

Bathroom Renovation •  Ceramic Tile • 
Drywall Repair

703-922-4190
LIC.    www.rclhomerepairs.com    INS.

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

TAYLOR RESTORATION
Small Jobs Welcome

Carpentry, wood fencing,
deck restoration

pressure washing, landscaping,
bathroom caulking, vinyl floors, minor

plumbing, general repairs & more

703-780-4181
Cell: 571-245-7492

A&S Landscaping

703-863-7465
LICENSED

Serving All of N. Virginia

• All Concrete work
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

Rotten Wood, Wind Damage, Trims,
Windows, Doors, Deck, Stairs, Vanity,

Basement Framing, Garbage Disposal,
Painting, Power Wash, Siding Repairs.

Licensed, Bonded, Insured

703-266-1233

M. C. Lynch
Home Improvement

Family Owned & Opererated

R.N. CONTRACTORS, INC.
Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,
Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting

We Accept All Major Credit Cards
Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates • Class A Lic
Phone: 703-887-3827  Fax: 703-830-3849

E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

R&N Carpentry

✦BASEMENTS ✦BATHS ✦KITCHENS
Foreclosure specialist/Power washing

✦Exterior Wood Rot More!
Deck & Fence repair, Screen Porches

No jobs too large or small
Free est.   37 yrs exp.   Licensed, Insured

703-987-5096 

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

ANTONIO LAWN & LANDSCAPING
Spring Cleanup • Lawn Mowing • Edging

Mulching • Planting • Patios
Expert Trimming & Removal • New Beds Made

Outline/Extend Existing Beds
Repairs • New Installations • & Much More

CALL NOW FOR FREE ESTIMATE
571-201-5561    703-393-1060

LANDSCAPING LANDSCAPING

•Patios •Walkways
•Retaining Walls

•Drainage Problems
•Landscape Makeovers
Call: 703-912-6886

Free Estimates

J.E.S Services
LANDSCAPE & CONSTRUCTION

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

Specializing in Custom
Stone and Brick Walkways, Patios,

& Small and Large Repairs
Licensed, Insured

• Free estimates • All work guaranteed •
www.motternmasonry.com
Phone 703-496-7491

MOTTERN MASONRY DESIGN

MASONRY MASONRY

DECKS

High Pressure
Cleaning & Sealing

●Decks
●Fencing ●Siding

For Free Estimate 
call Bill

703-944-1440

GUTTER

PINNACLE SERVICES,

703-802-0483
GROUP RATES

AVAILABLE
FREE EST

•GUTTER CLEANING
•SMALL REPAIRS
•SCREENING
•POWER
WASHING

Construction Debris,
Residential, Office

 & Tree Removal

ANGEL’S TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
New#- 571-312-7227

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish

Concrete, furn.,office,
yard, construction debris

Low Rates    NOVA
703-360-4364

703-304-4798 cell

7 DAYS A WEEK

IMPROVEMENTS

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

BATHROOM REMODELING
REPAIRS, CERAMIC TILE,
PAINTING, DRYWALL,
CARPENTRY, CUSTOM
WOOD REPAIR, LT. PLUMBING &
ELECTRICAL, POWER WASHING

Since 1964

The
HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

•Trimming •Edging
•Mulching •Yard Cleaning

•Hauling •Tree Work

ANGEL’S
LAWN MOWING

703-863-1086
New# 571-312-7227

703-863-7465

A&S
LANDSCAPING

Spring Clean-up•Planting
Mulching • Sodding • Patios

Decks • Retaining Walls
Drainage Solutions

MASONRY

CONCRETE WORK
Licensed • Insured

Driveways • Patios
Exposed Aggregate

Sidewalks • Carports
Pool Decks • Garages

Flagstone • Brick
Stonework

703-204-0733

ALBA CONSTRUCTION INC.

JDF Masonry CO, LLC
703-283-9479

◆Bricks    ◆Blocks, 
◆Flagstone ◆Concrete

◆Handyman
Free Est.      Lic & Ins. 

Affordable Prices

PATRIOT
PAINTING
www.PatriotPainting.net

Wallpaper Removal,
Carpentry,

Power Washing.
Int/Ext Painting

Free Est. • Satisfaction Guar.!
Lic./Ins. Int./Ext.

703-502-7840
Cell

571-283-4883

TM PAINTING & 
REMODELING

Wallpaper, ceramic tile, 
kitchen & bath remodels.

Honest work, honest price. 
Free Est.          Lic/Refs.

703-280-8213
571-243-2575

PAVING

GOLDY BRICK
CONSTRUCTION

Walkways, Patios,
Driveways,

Flagstone, Concrete
FREE ESTIMATE

703-250-6231

Joseph Sealcoating

Free
Estimates!

703-494-5443

35 Years
Experience!

PAVING
Specialist

ROOFING

Roofing & Siding
(All Types)

Soffit & Fascia Wrapping
New Gutters

Chimney Crowns
Leaks Repaired
No job too small

703-975-2375

TREE SERVICE

•Mulch
•Clean-up Grounds

•Spring Clean-up

ANGEL’S
TREE & HEAVY

TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
New#- 571-312-7227

HAULING

HAULING

PAINTING

PAINTING

NOTICE OF SPECIAL COMMISSIONERS’ SALE

OF VALUABLE FAIRFAX COUNTY REAL ESTATE

Pursuant to Decree of the Circuit Court of King George 
County, Virginia, dated July 16, 2009, entered in the Chancery 
matter now pending before the Court under the style of Adam 
M. Steil V. Alexander P. Steil, the undersigned Special Com-
missioners were authorized to sell the hereinafter described re-
al estate at auction; and pursuant thereto, notice is hereby giv-
en that the following described real estate:

All that piece, parcel or tract of real estate with all improve-
ments thereon, commonly known as 2101 Farrington Avenue, 
Alexandria, Virginia 22303, having Tax Map Identification Num-
ber of 83-1-14-E-1A and being more accurately described as:

Lot 1-A, Block E, Section 3, Huntington, as the same appears 
duly dedicated, platted and recorded in Deed Book 549, page 
182.

BEING the same property conveyed to Adam M. Steil and 
Alexander P. Steil, by deed dated September 27, 2001 and re-
corded in Deed Book 12258, page 353. 

shall be sold to the highest bidder; however, subject to confir-
mation by the Court, on Friday, May 7, 2010 at 10:00 a.m. on 
site at the property. The property shall be sold AS IS and shall 
be conveyed by Special Warranty Deed. The successful bid-
der shall be required to deposit 10% of the bid price by Certi-
fied Check payable to the General Receiver of King George 
Circuit Court. Closing on the sale shall take place within 30 
days of confirmation of sale by the Court.

H. Glenn Goodpasture, Esquire
Special Commissioner
1602 William Street
Fredericksburg, Virginia 22401-5549
540-371-5107

Herbert M. Hewitt, Esquire
Special Commissioner
Post Office Box 378
King George, Virginia 22485-0378
540-775-3633

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

ClassifiedClassified

LANDSCAPING

LANDSCAPING
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Zone 2 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 2: • Burke

• Fairfax • Springfield
ClassifiedClassified

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

3 RE for Rent

Spiritual community 
looking for same, 
church or group to 

share existing rental. 
Contact 

nwu@verizon.ne
703-569-0409

26 Antiques

We consign/pay top $ for 
antique/semi antique furn. 

including mid century & 
danish modern Teak 

furniture, sterling, mens 
watches, painting/art glass, 

clocks, jewelry, costume 
jewelry, etc. Call Schefer 

Antiques @ 703-241-0790.

28 Yard Sales

Comm wide yard sale, S’fld
Orange Hunt Est., 22152/3

Sat 5/1, 8am. www.oheca.net

116 Childcare Avail.

BURKE Childcare avail in my 
home,OFC Lic, FT & PT, days, 

evenings, Back-up care & 
special needs children 

welcome. Large yard for lots of 
fun! 703-569-8056

117 Adoption

Adoption: A lifetime of end-
less love, laughter, security & 
every opportunity await your 
precious newborn. Expenses 
pd. Private/ Legal. Jen & Greg 

1-877-205-2780

Pregnant?
Thinking about
adoption as an

option?

I am looking to adopt. I am a
nurse living in Northern
Virginia for the last 23
years. Please visit my

website at
www.babyloveva.com

to learn more. 

Please contact me at 1-571-
882-3533 or e-mail at

babyloveva1@yahoo.com

An expert 
is someone 
who knows
some of the

worst mistakes
that can be
made in his

subject and how
to avoid them.

-Werner
Heisenberg

the county executive would result in de-
layed responses by emergency medical ser-
vice teams and would impact the Hazard-
ous Materials unit.

“If the HazMat Support Unit is cut from
the budget, the department’s ability to miti-
gate a chemical spill or prevent the threat
of a weapon of mass destruction will be
hampered considerably,” said Niemic.

The union supports implementing a ve-
hicle registration fee and
raising the tax rate to its
highest allowed value,
$1.12 for every $100 of
assessed property, which
would result in a tax in-
crease for the average ho-
meowner in Fairfax.
Niemic hopes these ac-
tions would help restore
some of the positions and
staff that the county ex-
ecutive has proposed cut-
ting from Fairfax’s budget.

Megan McMahon, a
French horn player at
Robinson Secondary
School, and her two broth-
ers are all musicians.

Megan’s older brother is
studying the tuba at the
University of Kentucky,
and she plans to study
music education after she
graduates from high school next year.

Her youngest brother, a Robinson fresh-
man, plays the trumpet in the school band
and is also considering music studies for
college, she said.

All three siblings participated in Fairfax
County elementary band and strings pro-
gram, which Megan worries could be elimi-
nated as a result of budget cuts. Without
band and strings, Megan wonders if she
would have taken such an interest in music
or had the same opportunities.

In May, Megan will study and perform
with the National Symphony Orchestra
through the student youth day program.

“Would my life be different today had it
not been for elementary band? I honestly
don’t know. But you know what? I don’t
want to go back and find out either,” she
said.

Karen Cogan wants the Fairfax supervi-
sors to give Fairfax County Public Schools
more money than it is currently slated to
receive, even if that means raising local
homeowners’ property taxes.

Cogan, a member of the Woodson High
School Athletic Boosters, said she is con-
cerned the local school board will imple-
ment a $100 fee on students to play high

school sports if the school system doesn’t
get its full funding request from the county.

She said participating in athletics not only
keeps teenagers out of trouble but student
athletes also perform better in school over-
all.

Without the fee, many parents are already
contributing to the high school athletic pro-
grams. According to Cogan, boosters al-
ready pay for field maintenance and irriga-
tion out of the money they privately raise.

“With the fee, boosters will have difficulty
getting parents to raise
other money,” she said.

Mount Vernon resident
Shawn Akard said Fairfax
County’s cuts to public
school funding could dis-
proportionately impact the
West Potomac, Mount
Vernon and Hayfield high
school pyramids.

The school board has
proposed cutting two pro-
grams, Project Excel and
Focus, that provide extra
financial support and staff
to elementary schools with
large numbers of low-in-
come students. Many of
these schools — often re-
ferred to as “Title I”
schools  because of a cer-
tain type of funding they
received from the federal
government — are located

in the Mount Vernon area.
“The Hayfield, Mount Vernon and West

Potomac pyramid have the highest number
of ‘Title I’ schools in the county,” said Akard,
a parent at Hollin Meadows Elementary
School, which receives money from both
Project Excel and Focus.

Burke resident Michael Colburn is not just
a professional musician. As the director of
the United State Marine Band, he runs the
oldest professional music organization in
the United States.

The Marine Band, known as “The
President’s Own,” performs at the White
House more than 300 times each year. As
its director, Colburn is in good company
with the likes of John Philip Sousa.

Professionally, Colburn has hired some of
the country’s highest quality musicians.

“I try to hire the very best musicians and
the very best musicians often come from the
very best music programs. The very best
public school music program is in Fairfax
County. It is known around the world,” said
Colburn.

Colburn said he chose to live in Fairfax
County over other Washington suburbs spe-
cifically because of the strength of the mu-
sic program in the public school system.

News

Feedback on the Budget
From Page 16

Shawn Akard, Hollin
Meadows Elementary
School parent and Mount
Vernon resident
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Hannah S. Sager, a resident of Fairfax Station,
was recently named to the dean’s list at Boston
University for the fall 2009 semester.

Amanda Montelongo, a sophomore from
Fairfax Station, and Peter Rechter, a sophomore

College Notes

from Clifton, were named to the dean’s list in the
College of Liberal Arts and Sciences at Villanova
University (Villanova, Pa.) for the fall 2009 semes-
ter. To qualify for the dean’s list in the College of
Liberal Arts and Sciences, a full-time student must
earn a semester grade point average of 3.5.
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703-425-8000
# 1 in Virginia

JOEL LUTKENHOUSE
703-969-6442
Associate Broker
Accredited Buyer Agent
Life Member NVAR Million
 Dollar Sales Club

JOHN MOMM
703-250-6511

You Deserve a
Certified Residential

Specialist

CALL JUDY SEMLER
703-503-1885

judys@longandfoster.com
www.JudysHomeTeam.com

DIANE SUNDT
with

703-615-4626

Looking For A Foreclosure?
Finding the right foreclosure property

(location, price, timing) is more art
than science. I specialize in finding

pre-foreclosure, foreclosure and REO
properties for both investors and

owner-occupants.
      Call if you are interested in

         • HUD and VA Properties
  • Conventional Foreclosures

Sheila Adams
703-503-1895

BETTY & BOB BARTHLE
703-425-4466
OVER 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE
e-mail: betty@bettybarthle.com
website: www.bettybarthle.com

BUZZ & COURTNEY
JORDAN
Your Local Father/Daughter Team!

703-503-1866 or 703-503-1835
TheJordanTeam@longandfoster.com
www.TheJordanTeam.com

BARBARA NOWAK
& GERRY STAUDTE
“My Virginia Home Team”
703-503-1802, 703-503-1894

gerry.staudte@longandfoster.com
 www.MyVirginiaHomeTeam.com

Life Member, NVAR Multi–Million
Dollar Sales Club
Life Member,
NVAR TOP PRODUCERS

David Levent
703-503-1821

“Your Realtor For ALL Seasons”
davidshomes@Inf.com

See this and all MLS listings at
www.morefinehomes.com

Carol Hermandorfer
703.216.4949

carolh@longandfoster.com
Personal Service & Focus on Your Goals

Ron & Susan Associates
Ron Kowalski & Susan Borrelli

Make the Right Move
1-888-495-6207

ronandsusanonline.com

FOR RENT $1675/mo.
Bright 2nd Flr 2 Bedroom Condo in Fantastic Arlington/Rosslyn
Location.  This Well Kept Building is Directly Across from Iwo
Jima Memorial.  Condo has w/w carpeting, separate dining
room, Spacious Living Room and Bedrooms. Close to Rt. 50, the
Rosslyn Metro, and Minutes to DC.

Judy McGuire
703-581-7679

Susana Vargas
571-217-2740

ANN & HAL
GRAINGER
703-503-1870
Top 1% Nationwide
Assoc. Broker,
33+ Yrs. Experience
www.GraingerTeam.com

FAIRFAX $474,900
LOCATION,
LOCATION,
LOCATION

Lovely garaged townhome
with 3 level bump out! 2 fire-
places, 9’ ceilings. Gleaming
hardwood floors in kitchen,
livingroom and diningroom.
Large eat-in kitchen with
42” cabinets, granite coun-
tertops, center island
w/cooktop. Community pool
& tennis courts.

For more info call
Diane at 703-615-4626.

Fairfax Station $850,000
SIX+ ACRES

This beauty was APPRAISED IN OCTOBER 2009 FOR $924,000 –
Fantastic buy!!! Custom Built Solid Brick Colonial featuring 6+
acres, 5 Car Garage, 4 BRs, 3 1/2 Baths, Custom quality Wood
Cabinets/Granite/Ceramic Tile/Center Island, 4 FP’s, Huge Finished
LL w/Recreation Rm/Game Rm/Exercise Rm, Pool/Hot Tub

Sheila Adams 703-503-1895

Find us on                   Long & Foster Burke/Fairfax Station

Clifton $1,699,000
Sited on scenic 5 acres this stunning, custom,
all brick estate offers an abundance of luxurious
details. Features: walls of windows, hardwoods,
custom cabinetry, extensive molding, 4 fire-
places, wine cellar, cedar closet, whole-house
sound system.  MUST SEE:  Amazing gourmet
kitchen w/ breakfast rm. Stunning MBR &
MBA. Main level guest or 2nd MBA. BRs are
spacious & nicely decorated.  Formal DR & LR
perfect for entertaining!  Huge finished LL with
media & game area, wine cellar, wet bar, full BA
and loads of storage. Much, MUCH more!

Fairfax  $385,000
Beautiful move in condition! 3 bedrooms- 2 baths- reno-
vated kitchen and baths- family room addition- beautiful
hardwood flooring- windows replaced- patio & deck in
fenced rear yard.

Springfield
$420,000

Move-in Condition
Spacious & comfort-
able. Updated appli-
ances, windows & deck.
Wood laminate floors.
MBR bath w/tub &
shower. Gas fireplace,
recessed lights.
Adjacent to Cross
County Trail. Near to
Ft Belvoir EPG &
Springfield Metrorail.

Call Joel @
703-969-6442.

Woodbridge
For Rent $1,550
COMING SOON

Super convenient location!!!
End-unit former model town-
house.  3 Bedrooms, 2 Master
B. with own baths. kitchen
island with breakfast bar.
Large deck of dinning room.
Fireplace, walkout basement
to large fenced backyard.
Hardwood floors on main
level. Please call agents with
any inquiries.

Lorton $225,000
1/2 Acre Ready-to-Build Lot!

This beautiful, wooded parcel could be the perfect
place to build your dream home. County-approved
plans. Water & sewer hook-up already paid.

For 24-hour recorded information call 1-888-495-6207 x200.

AMANDA SCOTT
Nancy Basham & Associates
703-772-9190
amanda.scott@longandfoster.com
www.amandascott.net
www.HeritageHuntHomes.com
…working with your interests at heart…

Heritage Hunt,
Gainesville

$435,000
BETTER THAN
NEW – with 2
Master Bedrooms!
‘Active Adult 55+’
Sunny 3-level single
family home, 4 BR
inc. main and upper
level masters, 3.5
BA, gourmet

kitchen, 9 ft ceilings, 2-story living room, huge loft,
sunroom, den, hardwood flrs, new deck. Golf/Tennis/2
Pools/Fitness/Walking trails. See this fabulous home
on YouTube – 13028 Triple Crown Loop

Tired of dealing
with banks?

Call us today for your total
short sale solution!

Call Courtney
703-786-5330 or email

Court@LNF.com

Fairfax
$360,000

Easy access
to Vienna

Metro
Well main-
tained  brick
front  3 LVL,
3BR 2.55 BA
townhome
with finished
W/O base-
ment. Large
deck over-
looking trees
and creek.

Clifton Coming Soon!
This former model home has 5 bed-
rooms, 31/2 Bathrooms and 3 finished
levels. Hardwood floors in the
kitchen, dining room, living room,
family room and on the stair case.
Kitchen has granite counters, Family
room has a fireplace, deck off kitchen,
lower level is a walkout with a second
kitchen, bedroom and a full bath.

Fairfax Station  $1,049,900
Summer Fun!

Brick Custom Home on 5 spectacular acres, private setting, close-in.
Updated Kit., huge rooms, hdwd flrs, custom garage.  Separate liv-
ing area on LL, walk-out to pool, patios, & gardens. 60’ rear covered
porch. Over 300K in recent renovations. Very Motivated Sellers!

 See this property at www.GraingerTeam.com.


